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down the hill. She received them in the church porch, with undaunted
fortitude, but could not refrain from tenderly weeping to see the innocent
babes so insensible of their condition as to smile upon her, rejoicing that
they had recovered their mother. Reduced to the lowest ebb, she applied
to a priest for relief, who received her into his little house where she had
but one straight poor chamber for herself, her maids, and children. Her
enemies soon forced her from thence, so that with thanks to those who
had given her and hers some kind of shelter from the severities of a very
sharp winter season, she returned to the inn or cottage.

The abbess of Kitzingen, in the diocese of Wurtzburg, our saint's aunt,
sister to her mother, hearing of her misfortunes, invited her to her monastery,
and being extremely moved at the sight of her desolate condition and poverty,
advised her to repair to her uncle, the Bishop of Bamberg, a man of great
power, charity, and prudence. The bishop received her with many tears,
which compassion drew from his eyes, and from those of all the clergy that
were with him; and provided for her a commodious house near his palace.
His first views were, as she was young and beautiful, to endeavour to look
out for a suitable party that, marrying some powerful prince, she might
strengthen her interest, and that of her family, by a new alliance, which
might enable her to recover her right; but such projects she entirely put
a stop to, declaring it was her fixed resolution to devote herself to the divine
service in a state of perpetual chastity. In the meantime the body of her
late husband, which had been buried at Otranto, was taken up and the
flesh being entirely consumed, the bones were put into a rich chest and
carried into Germany. The hearse was attended by a great many princes
and dukes, and by counts, barons, and knights without number, marching
in martial order, with ensigns folded up, the mournful sound of drums,
all covered with black, and other warlike instruments in like manner.
Where some of these princes left the corpse to return home, the nobility
of each country through which it passed took their place; and every night
it was lodged in some church or monastery, where masses and dirges were
said and gifts offered. When the funeral pomp approached Bamberg, the
bishop went out with the clergy and monks in procession to meet it> having
left the nobility and knights with the disconsolate pious margravine. At
the sight of the hearse her grief was inexpressible; yet, whilst there was
not a dry eye in the church, she showed by restraining her sorrow how
great a command she had of her passions. Yet, when the chest was opened,
her tears burst forth against her will. But, recollecting herself in God, she
gave thanks to his Divine Majesty for having so disposed of her honoured
husband, as to take him into his eternal tabernacles, so seasonably for
himself, though to her severe trial. The corpse remained several days at
Bamberg, during which the funeral rites were continued with the utmost
solemnity, and it was then conducted with great state into Thuringisu